N

November 2006

SERVICE Above Self

Inside this issue:

¥ LEAD THE WAY

...Dy changing the world
one positive actata t

o

el o

Ambassadorial Scholar | 3
Report

Rotary Tour S
Eost End Inftiative

Rotary Night ot Rodeo i
Matching Grants 7
Tree Planting 8
Program Alumni as 9

Potential Members

Club Autendance 10

Gorden with Governor | 11

R G. Musgrove
Editor

Suzi Howe, Governor
Rotary District 5890

Volume 102
Issue 5

PUERTO VALLARTA DISTRICT CONFERENCE SHAPING UP

“No Shoes, A Rotary Shirt, No Problems”

The Conference Committee has
been working very hard on the schedule
of events for your 2007 District Confer-
ence in Puerto Vallara, Mexico. The
fun-filled weekend of April 26® through
the 29% will hold something for everyone.
The beautiful Fiesa Americana Hotel has
plenty of room for us all but do not wait
to register. There are two points that are
critical for those planning to attend this
conference.

. Airfare. As with all travel plans,
getting your airfare early will always allow
for the best rates. You can go to the
District webslite and get a copy of the
instructions for booking your airfare
through our Continental Airlines Meeting
Works Agreement. Please follow
directions carefully and you will receive a
5% discount off of the current published
airfare rate and another 3% discount if you
book your flights on-line. Seats are filling
up fast so book your flights now and
please send your flight itinerary to Rhonda
Kennedy at rhonda@specialkcattle. or
just fill in the airfare information on the
registration form. If we do not have your
flight numbers we will not know to have
transportation available for you when you
arrive,

2. Passport Effective January 8%,
2007 che new Homeland Security laws will
require that any passenger traveling by air

to another country, must have a valid
passport. If you do not have a passport,
please make arrangements immediately to
get yours.

With so many people in the US
applying for a passport by January 87, the
wait time could be several weeks, so don't
wait Remember, you never know where
Rotary will ke you.

For all of you golfers, we will be
having our annual District Conference

Golf Tournament

We will be playing at

the Marina Vallarta

golf course on

- Thursday, April 26%.

Golfers will enjoy a
breakfast at the
hotel and then begin
loading buses at 8:30
am with a starting
tee time of 10:00 am.
Golfers will artive back at the hotel in
plenty of time for the Thursday evening
welcome Fiesta at poolside. The cost to
play will be $150.00 per player.

This year our golf tournament will
have an international flare to it in more
ways than one. We will be joined by
Rotarians from the 3 Rotary Clubs in
Puerto Vallara so when you put together
your teams, think about inviting a Rotarian
from PV to be on your team. Bob
Lawrence. of the Heights Club is chairing

(Contipued oo page 2)
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the golf tournament so please contact him at
lawrenc raftsmanfab.com if you have any
questions.

Friday in Puerto Vallarta will of course be our
Plenary Sessions with speakers that you will not
want to miss and our Guest/Spouses event will be
talked about for years to come. We will start by
boarding buses that will take us to a tequila factory
for a tour. We will learn how tequila is made and
more importantly we will get to sample some of the
best tequila in the world. Have you ever tried
Blackberry Tequila? After a few samples of tequila
we will then take our fun group to the El Mercado
by the River Cual. This is a famous shopping area in
PV where you can actually bargain with the vendors.
There will be some walking involved in this part of
the trip so wear comfortable shoes. We will end
our morning at the River Café for a great lunch.
Laura Lewis, Bay City Club and Mary Fagan will be
your guides for this trip. If you have not signed up
for this event its not too late.

Friday afternoon will be free time for all to
enjoy PV as you would like. Remember the hotel
has a beautifu! beach with plenty of refreshments.
For the attendees that do not wish to go out on
their own in PV (however it is quite safe to do so
and English is widely spoken) Friday evening you can
sign up for a Dinner at two of PV best restaurants.
While the cost of this dinner and transportation is
not included in your registration fee, you will enjoy
some of the best food PV has to offer as well as
great Rotary fellowship. You can sign up for this
event when you arrive in PV.

Saturday if our course the conclusion to our
sessions and our Business session. Clubs should
select their voting delegate and make sure that all of
your Rl and District dues are paid so your club is
eligible to participate in the voting process. Bill Hall,
of the University Area club is in charge of our club
credentials as well as our Necrology. As always, out
of respect for the Rotarians we have lost in the past
year please makes sure that you are there for this
very important and moving session. It is the last
time we can thank them for their service.

Many other events will be planned at the hotel
for Saturday afternoon. Wine tasting by Rick
Shanks,of the West U Club, fun and games by
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Walter Branson, of the Brazosport Club, and a
Youth Exchange Sandcastle competition. Speaking
of our Youth Exchange...we are looking for
generous Rotarians that would donate air-miles to
help pay for the YE airfares. Each ticket will take
approximately 70,000 air-miles. Please contact
Rhonda Kennedy if you can help with this.

With so much planned for the weekend, go
ahead...plan to stay a little longer. Room rates of
$105.00 are available 3 days prior and 3 days after
our conference. Take advantage of this deal. Need
one more reason to go early and stay late? How
about a 5% savings on taxes? Mexico has a “Value
Added Tax" of [5% that is added to hotels,
excursion, and even golf. However, District 5890
can qualify for a 0% Value Added Tax. For everyone
attending this conference we can save 15% IF we
do one thing! Fax a copy of your passport to Barry
Humpbhries, of the Galleria Club, at 281-875-0022.
Barry will file a copy of all of our passports with the
hotel and we save |15%. This is not optional.

It must be done by all attendees or we ALL
have to pay 15% more for our rooms, etc.

The 0% is not allowed any other time you visit
PV. so take advantage of this savings and please,
don't be the one everyone eise gets mad at. The
copies will be secured and destroyed at the end of
our conference.

Also, a note to Rotarians who are taking young
children to our conference. The Fiesta Americana
offers children’s activities and day care at no charge!
All they need is 24 hours advanced request. Baby-
sitting is also available for the Banquet on Saturday
evening for a nominal fee.

Last but not least, what is a conference
without DOOR PRIZES! Rhonda Walls of the Katy
Club will be contacting all of the club presidents and
begin collecting these items. Remember, we are
flying so all door prizes should be papered items
such as gift certificates, cash or checks for Paul
Harris Credits.

To register, go to rotary5890.org and click on
District Conference. Print out a copy of the
registration form, book your airfare and fax the
form to Jo Yount, of the Brenham Club, at
979-830-7263. And as your District Governor Suzi
Howe says...”| want to look through my shades and
see you there with me!”
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Cecile koo Cao J006-TOO7 Ambassadorial Scholar

FIRST REPORT

| am currently anending the Chinese Lniversity of Hong Kong (CUITK) m Shatin. New
lerritones, localed in northern Hong Kong  Courses ofTically began on the 29 of Augus
though | amved i Hong Kong a lew days belorehand Lo get sertled.

Although | have raveled 1o Asm before [ Vietnam, Singapore, Malovsia and Indonesial, s
my firet ume 10 China Pnor 1o my depanure. | attended the Scholar Onentation .‘-.Lmlrmr n
Austin. lexas [The weekend was a greal wav to prepare lor the vear abroad. as 1 gave me a
chance 10 meet! other scholars and exchange our expenences and expectations | also had the
opportunily lo spend some ome with Sharon Wilhams. my Sponsor Counselor from West 1
Rotary Club  Both the onentation and my interachons with Sharon. Bill Barmore (Scholarships
Charman ol Destnet 583%0) and Saoe Howe (DG of Dastrict 5890) helped me to understand my
rale as an Ambassadonal Scholar prior 10 mv depanure

About CUHK

My adiwsiment to hife on campus al CLUHIK has
becn surpnsingly smooth  Chinese L) 18 the
wecond oldes! universiy i llong Kong and the
campus has a very nch mstory. | was accepled
Io wo other umversties n Hong hong {Hong
kong linnersity and Hong Kong Lininersly ol
Sowence and Technology), but | am actually
very glad thatl | decwded to come to ULHIK in
the end  The campus s the biggest in HK and
1115 siuated 45 minutes from downtown away
from the hustle and bustle of the ciy  The
scenery  itsell s quite  amazng | am
constantly surrounded bv mountmins, lakes,
ponds and lols of greeners  That being saud, the
hills on campus make poing w0 class ven
interesiing'  ['The photo on the nght 15 onc of
the many staircases that can be spotted all over
campus |

I'm alsa petting used to dorm life | have a
small, single room al the “Jockey Club
postgraduate dorms on campus.  The dorms are
filled with local and inicrmational students pursuing varous g:rndualc degrees, evervihing lrom
1Ds 10 Docrorates in Chinese Medicine  The mice thing about the dorms 15 that the majonty of
my MBA classmaics live there so we often study. eat and spend our Iree lime logether. This has
been such an impornant aspect of my hie here since it has provided me with a greal support group

Continued on poge 4
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Cecile Kim Cao 2006-2007 Ambassadorial Scholar

The MBA Progrum

[ am enrolled 1in the full-tme MBA program at the graduate business school My MBA class
consists ol 23 students from very divesse backgrounds Theie wie students to - Germany, Indra,
mainland Cluna faiwan and Hong Kong. Cach of us has a unique education | background and
work cxpericnee 50 we ve all been able to leamn from cach other, both insyde and outside of the
classroom.

In the bevnning of the semester, the entire class went on an outdoor tca  Huilding program
called Outward Bound. The 5-day program took place mn Sai Kunp inoril,. « [long Kong) and
consisted of an intensive hiking/kayaking/camping course.  Lhe program was focused on
developing problem-sofving, tcam-building and leadership skills and required a lot of physical
and mental srrength from all the participants. My enlire class was abic to successfully fimsh the
program, and in the process, we developed strong bonds as teammales and (riecnds  The Outward
RBound program really sct the foundation for our studies since (1 gave us an impression of how
we Il we would work together as a croup in the upcoming months.

W
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District 5890 Rotary Tour

Many of us first met Jerry Traylor when he addressed our President elect training Conference this past
March. On January 18, Jerry is scheduled to address the annual banquet for the El Campae Chamber of
Commerce. We are looking at extending Jerry’s visit so that some of our communities can hear |erry’s
message.

As many of you recall from the Lonestar PETS conference, |erry was born with cerebral palsy and uses
crutches, but actually jogged across America on those crutches. In addition, he has climbed to the top of
14,000 foot Pikes Peak in Colorado. His message and accompanying PowerPoint visual is moving. Jerry
makes his living as a speaker and has addressed numerous Fortune 500 companies. See jerrytraylor.com for
more information.

Generally Jerry gets fees ranging up to $5000 for the corporate market and close to $ 1000 for a day at
schools. However, Jerry has agreed to a special Rotary fee of $600 a day for our area. This fee is only
available for schools, youth programs and non-profits.

The dates and length of the tour are flexible. He could arrive via Hobby Airport as early as January (4
and stay until January 23, depending on the number of clubs that wish to hear him. There will be three
different opportunities for using Jerry’s message.

e  An evening fundraiser could be organized which would be open to the community. A fee would be
charged and monies raised would go towards a fee for Jerry and Rotary foundation or community
projects. The fee could be as low as $5 or considerable more if snacks or a meal were included.
Smaller communities would expect less attendance and |erry is willing to work with them on a lesser
fee if need be.

e  Rotary could sponsor said event and offer it free to the community to promote goodwill and
increase awareness of Rotary and the good they do. A good opportunity here would be in the form
of corporate sponsors for the whole day - three @ $500 gives |erry his fee, plus, extra for
promotions and auditorium rentals. This provides |100% of what remains for Rotary projects.

e  Rotary either in conjunction with an evening program would sponsor Jerry into the local schools.
Generally Jerry will do a program in the morning for one age level or school and in the afternoon for
a nearby school or different age level. He would then do an evening program for no additional cost
which would be directed towards parents, Rotarians, and the rest of the community.

Jerry’s school programs are powerful, but it is suggested that you ask school leadership, i.e. the principal
or Superintendent to take partial ownership, and pay half of the fee, ($300) as they generally have funding for
substance abuse prevention or character education programming.

Rotary could bring Jerry in and donate his services to non-profit agencies that need some hope and
inspiration. In the past, Rotarians have sponsored Jerry’s message at Youth Detention Centers, United Way
campaigns, Women in safe Homes, Prisons, and countless others. Be creative in this area. |erry really wants
to make a difference.

There may be an opportunity for Jerry to present the weekly Club program, though this should be a low
priority as it is our intent to bring a great Rotary opportunity to others in our community. Your club would
also host Jerry with lodging and food, either in a Rotary home or Hotel.

Please contact me, Charlie Thorp, at (713) 862-4404 directly or Jerry at (480) 837-9408, if your club is
interested in being part of this tour. We will act on a first come basis and close the opportunity out by
January |, so act promptly.
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District 5890 2006-07 Multi-Club Project

The Rotary East End Initiative has been successful in establishing several public health projects including
Back ~to-School Immunization Events, the Espiritu de Salud/Spirit of Health Mobile Health Unit, the Bl
Centro de Corazon Pediatric Room and most recently the El Centro After Hours Urgent Care program.
The Initiative is now broadening its reach to include education activities.

Please join District Governor Suzi Howe in her vision to support a Montessori program in the Casa de
los Ninos Barbara Bush — a state of the art literacy center that will be part of a major expansion for the
Community Family Center and make a huge difference for East End families. This multi-club project will
equip a Montessori classroom and also establish a ROTARY PARK in the 5t Luke’s ployground that adjoins
the Casa de los Ninos Barbara Bush and the John D. McGovern Gymnasium.

DG Suzi has already pledged $25,000 from District funds and is asking interested Rotary clubs and
individual Rotarians to also contribute funds, Rotary's partner, 5t. Luke’s Episcopal Health Charities, will
support these efforts with a challenge grant to match the Rotary funds raised for this project. Donations of
$1000 and higher from Rotary clubs and individual donors will be recognized on a plague in the Rotary
Park.

Contact: Suzi Howe suzihowe@earthlink.net or Vicki Brentin  Vickii@brentin.com

Suzi Howe :
District Governor S
Rotary District 5890 { ) \ -

Announces

Rotary Night at the Rodeo

Thursday March 8, 2007
Alan Jackson

Cost §35 — includes Bar-B-Que Dinner in Reliant Center and access to the World's
Largest Livestock Show!
(Does not include parking)

Tell your President now how many tickets you want.
Rotarians and Guests are Welcome!

The Presidents of the Top 10 Clubs rde in the Grand Entry with Governor Suzi
Howe.

GREAT DOOR PRIZES!!
A Custom Hat from The Hat Store 5587 Richmond Ave
A Custom Belt and Buckle Set from Maida's 5727-K Westheimer Rd
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Houston’s Largest Tree Planting Ever!
A District 5890 Family of Rotary Event

Saturday, January 27, 2007
8 AM — Noon

WHO? All District 5890 Rotarians, their families and friends are invited to participate
in the largest Houston Area tree planting ever.

What? The City of Houston, Trees For Houston and TxDOT are sponsoring this volun-
teer planting of Twenty thousand, five gallon trees. Rotarians will all work together at one
location. Houston's Parks and Recreation Department will provide water, refreshments and
lunch for all volunteers.

Where? Trees will be planted on Will Clayton Parkway between Hwy 59 and Lee Rd.
Rotary will be assigned a specific site prior to the planting date. RSVP to Cezar Gonzalez
(281-360-2500 or cezarg@ymcahouston.org} of the Humble Intercontinental Rotary Club by
January 13, 2007 for parking information and to participate!

Why? Planting a tree creates a healthier and more visually pleasing environment for our
families, our children and our grandchildren. Plus, you will have fun getting together with
your fellow Rotarians for this project.

What to Bring — Volunteers are requested wear a Rotary pin or hat, work clothes and
to bring a shovel or a rake and work gloves.
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An untapped source of members: program alumni

Every year, Rotary International and The Rotary Foundadon invest significant amounts of time and money in their
programs. In 2004-0S, Rotary clubs and districts provided leadership training for more than 20,000 young people
through Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA), supported about 410.000 service-minded youth in Interact and
Rotaract clubs, and provided study-abroad opportunities for more than 10,000 students and young professionals
through Rotary Youth Exchange, Ambassadorial Scholarships, and Group Study Exchange (GSE).

These programs not only attract the best and brightest young people but also produce individuals committed to
leadership, service, and international understanding. Often, the people who participate in these programs become
contributing members of their communities and share the values they learned in Rotary with the rest of the world.

Because of their dedication to Rotary's values, these program alumni could make great Rotarians. They are already
more familiar with Rotary than the average prospective club member, and their participation in Rotary's programs
indicates that they are interested in the organization's objectives. Why not capimalize on their experience with Rotary
and get a return on the investment by keeping them involved in Rotary as club members?

According to research conducted in 2005-06 by the Membership Development Division of Rotary International,
only 2.9% of current Romarians are program alumni. Additionally

»  58% of clubs say they don't recruit program alumni for membership.

o 22% of clubs claim to recruit alumni and actually have alumni as members.

e B84% of current program participants are interested in joining a Rotary club.

66% of program alumni are interested in joining a Rotary club. So, why aren't more alumni joining Rotary clubs?

RI's research found that as more years pass after alumni leave a program, fewer and fewer of those alumni remain
interested in joining a Rotary club. This decline in interest over time could stem from a significant decline in contact
with Rotary, which was shown to occur once partcipants finished with their program. Alumni who had more frequent
contact with Rotary after their program generally were more interested in joining a club than were alumni who had
less frequent conact

Considering the large number of new alumnl each year, Rotary has tremendous growth potential, especially if these
alumni were more effectively transitioned into Rotary clubs. Clubs and districts can implement many strategies to tap
into alumni as a source of potential members:

e Build strong relationships with current program participants. it's important to instill 2 “"connection for life"
with Rotary among program participants.

s Develop an action plan for keeping alumni involved in Rotary activities and for transitioning them
into Rotary clubs. This could include appointing an alumni subcommittee to manage tasks like tracking and
maintaining contact with alumni.

» Promote alumni so other Rotarians understand their importance. No matter how great alumni are, if
other Rotarians don't see them as potential members, they won't treat them as potential members.

e Ask alumni to join and continue asking even if an initial invitadon is declined. Many alumni are waiting
for clubs to contact them, but many clubs are waiting for alumni to conmct them.

e Help alumni find clubs that meet their needs. Sometimes alumni decline invitations to join because a club
doesn't meet their specific needs. The alumni may need a club that meets at a different time or place.

® Use alumni to start new clubs. If alumni are having difficulty finding a club that meets their needs, clubs and
districts could start new clubs.

& Involve alumni in other programs. Clubs and districts can help maintain interest among alumni by getting them
involved in other Rotary programs

¢ Involve alumni in club and district activities. Many of the alumni who aren't yet ready to join a Rotary club
still want to be involved in Romary activities.

Jana Bodensteiner, Editor
Senlor coordinator, Membership Development
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Contribute to The Rotary Foundatlon

P__—I

-

A wonderful spa trip for two people at the Hosteria Las Quintas Eco Spa, in Cuernavaca, Mexico.
One of the three ways to qualify for the drawing:

$1,000 per year as a Paul Harris Society Member

$10,000 Major Donor Contribution

$10,000 Bequest Society Member

Prize includes 4 days/3 nights with Breakfast daily, plus:

A 30 minute Oxygen Therapy Session for two

A 50 minute Flotation Tank session for two

A 50 minute Deep Back Massage for 2

A Shamanic Chakra Balancing Ritual for two

Qualified participants must complete your Rotary Foundation Contribution/Recognition Form and
send to cs@westutravel.com or fax to 713-665-8299.

Rotary District 5890 PRSRT STD
1927 Mallard Drive u.s. ggl%TAGE
Houston, TX 77043-2916 HOUSTON, TX

Address Correction Requested
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