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Space Center Rotary dates back_40 years

members, Space Center Rolary the Houslon area’s premier years to 1964 when Ellis B
of Clear Lake is one of the events — the Rotary Naotional of Pasadena — scting at the be-
largest Rotary clobs in the Space Award Dinner. hest of Rotary District Gov.. Vir-
With  approximately 150 Houston area and hosts one of Its history dates back 40 gl P Lee — wvisited the Clear
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Lake area to investigate the pos-
sibility of forming s Rotary
Club. Less than three months
later, Rotary International grant-
ed a charter to the Rotary Club
of Space Center. The La Porte
Rotary Club sponsored the
Space Center Club and an appli-
cation for & provisional club was
submitted to Rotary Inter-
national July 11, 1964 with 35
charter members listed.

The charter was presented to
Space Center President Ivan E
Brown by District Gov, Edwin
G. Bracher during a dinner
meeting at Houston Yacht Club
on Sept. 28, 1964,

Besides Brown, other officers
were Vice Presidemt JLA. New-
born Jr., Secretary-Treasurer Joe
R. Stutts and Sergeant-At-Arms
David L. Shaw

Directors included William
A, Parker, Richard Allen, Leroy
Gordon Cooper Ir.. Eddie H.
Nettles, Paul K. Swackhamer
and Colin Harrison,

Besides the officers and di-
reciors, charter members were
Donald A. Ahlborn, Wayman
Armstrong, Jack C. Ball,
William Gerald Barber, Charles
A. Berry, Wick 1. Blanton, John
B. Elder, Joseph H. Frosi Ir.,
Martin Gracey, Bob J. Grahm,
Walter Kellen, Mike Kou-
choucos, Vince Lipovsky, Frank
G, Morgan Jr., Walter M. Pick-
ett. Robert G. Runger, Bernard
L. Sarahan, Harry P. Smith,
Beverly E. Steadman, J, Boyd
Taylor, Richard T. Tear, 5.5
Tompkins,  Ladislaus W
Warzecha, William H. Weston
and Charles L. Whynot,

The new club met each Mon-
day at 12:15 pm. at the now
shuttered Kings Inn on NASA
Road . The imitiation fee was
$20 and annual dues were $25
A club banner was designed by
Martin Gracey in 1965 and
adopted that same year Later,
astronaut Frank Borman flew it
around the moon during the
flight of Apollo §

A few years later, one former
member described the club as a
different kind of Rotary club
than most, what with astronauts
as members and an average age
of 43, which is mne years
younger than the average Ro-
tarian world

Al least 95 percent had col-
lege degrees; which was 30 per-

Space ®enter President
Vissett Sun, right, welcomes
Rotary International President
Glenn Estess to recent lunch-
eon.

cent more than Rotarians gener-
ally at that time.

Honorary members have in-
cluded astronauts Gordon
Cooper, Frank Borman, James
MeDivirr, David Scott, Russell
Schweickart, Jim Lovell and
Buzz Aldrin and Johnson Space
Center Director George Abbey.,

Over the years, the club has
had three of its members se-
lected as district governors.
Flovd Boze was the first, fal-
lowed by Billy Weseman. The
third will be Suzi Howe, who
will become district governor
next year

The club's community ser-
vice program began almos! im-
mediately as members began
work 1o establish a public library
in the Clear Lake area.

To celebrate its 10th anniver-
sary in 1974, Space Center Ro-
tary held » dinner a1 Lakewood
Yacht Club with the late Dr. Al-
fred Neumann, chancellor of the
University of Houston-Clear
Lake as its speaker,

The club staged the first
Shrimporee and Auction in
Galveston County Park in
League City in 1973. Back then,
it was called Shnmp Boil and
Aucnon with Bay Area mer-
chants donating auction items,
as they stll do 1oday

The fundraiser, now called
the Shrimporee, still serves
thousands in Clear Lake Park
with proceeds going to Bay Area
charities. The Shnimporee and
attendant events raised more
than $70.000 last year, When a
new Freeman Library opened in
Ciear Lake i 2004, Space

See SPACE, page 8
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Une of ihe nggesd Rolary (umlrasers in the Bay
Ared s Fpace Uenler Eolary ' annual 5hl'|ll'i-."|rl!
amd Awction. which it hosts each September in
Clear Lake Park. Founded in 1971, originally it
wd called the Shrimp Boil and Auction and was
held in Galveston County Park in League City

Lasz fall, the Shrimporee and snepdant svents

Shrimporee a big Rotary fundraiser

— a golf tournasment snd Blsck Tie & Boots Ball
— raksed moce than 370,000 for the club’s chante-
ble catses, Pan of the Shrimporee proceeds have
been used to fumd a children's library at the new
Freeman Memorial Libeary tn Clear Lake, which
way pocendly dedicmed by Rouwary [nsermaricnal
President Glean Estess during his visie hers
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Dick Hergert, Kaith Huff and Mike Brown. from lefl, prepare
fish for the fryér at Space Canter Rotarny's annuwal Shrimpones
and Auction, held each year in Clear Lake Park
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SEABROOK

Continued from page 4

now 12 years old. We meel
every Thuisday at 7:18 am,
in the ballreom of Lakewood

Yachl Club, We have over 50 Seabrouk Rolary Club i

members and have no irouble open o evetyone in ihe

in gening programs Clear Lake siea including
Memberahip un the Kemah and League City.

North B-.lmtnn County YMCA
1101 W. Main Street, Sulte C
Leaghue City. TX 77573

2B1-338-9622

The EA. Smith Farmndly YMCA
pays tribute (o the
Space Center Rotary Club

for its continuous support of the

Jamilies in the Clear Lake commurniny,

YMCA

of (reater Howion

The North Galvestion County YMCA
gratefilly recogrizes the

Rotary Club of League City
[far ite pacesetting gift to the
YMCA Facility Capital Campaign.
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Souith Shote Wine & Food Festhval s League City Rotary's big
fundramer

LEAGUE CITY

Confinued from page 3
Olyenpin, Rraril, Tidwell said

“Curla is correnily & unior m
Clesw Creek High Schon] and is
ihawroughly emoying her ime in
the Limited Siates while sl the
same Lirme sharing & Liide of hes
cilium and henlage with the
club,” she adeded

Wil &0 many eopecis o sap
porl and Tund, League Cily
Rutariam are kept budy by & va-
riety of fundraisen.

Currently. the club's mijos
fundraiser (i the South Shore
Diockside Food and Wine Festic
val, held anpually in Oxiober
The festival b become & com-
mumity even) requiring over 200
volumieens in sddirion o the
Reamrinm. A day-long evem,
ithe lesival inclades :hcq'rptmu
miry (0 iasle from over 40 differ
ni wines fiown aroumd the worlid
aned sample food from 6l lessi &
wnren local restmaanis

In mlditiom (o the food amd
wimne lasting, i(here ure live
batiids, cooking detmansirainms,

vanous focel ermas pnd bug
nesses, and & very competitive
grape siomp thal adds in ke ex
peneme Last year's aienibance
wid an estimaled KK people;
all having = gread jime m the
naine 0f chasity.

Also laat year, e Red Event
wil ddded & an wvening of
bood, fun, end fundraising. Far-
Leipania are stked 1o weal theis
beat red clothing and includes &
fmbion show put om by local
burinessen. In sddition. there i 3
live anction whth packages that
include everyihing from gift
baakeis, weekend gewwys, o
furs fromm Sakowatz,

During thin Cemiennial year,
the Rotury Club of Lesgue Chy
plams on comtineed growih. con-
rimues] servioe jo the commamty,
onf exmpinmed leliowship ened
fan

For [wribes lonmation on
the Kodary Clob of Leagus Uiy,
imlerested  mdividual abouid
call Mimica Tedwell at 281-Y32-
aaTi

SPACE

Contimued from page 2
{‘mtrlhnnrph'lthndilﬂ'mh
the Childeen’s Lilwury

Im 1903, when the loe Charles
Hartmaw was  puesikleni, Spaoe
Urnier Ritary — il fhe mzggestum
ol senwpace exscubive Owen
Momi — eslablished the Rotary
Nammal Award G Space
Actusvermmi W cotnduale &
sl gwands avenl b rEcOgite

xlsrveimend in e

sl Creste bl smarenca
of ithe ol space explirathon.

The 2004 recapiens was el
Armnatrong. the firvl man po walk on
the: bunar wirface

Each year, the blnck-tie dirmer
drmws mmxiveds ol space wweriiss
From all over the oy sl s

‘herrune: s nationl s

— freim all over the workd bere (o
surgery pevformed 8 o ookl sl
changioy s bves of mowy (o
[ 2] o4

e sibea wah concsived by
bmorary club memies Dy, Alsdel
Fastols, who mads smangement
‘with Christas SL Fohn Heospital fo
use Of jws focilifics for the parger-
ien whike the club pays all ravel

Space Ceoer Roesary cele-
beaed it 4eh armiversary with =
Block Tie & Boots Ball snd
wpmesl aff the year's fesinities
wilh a wissi from Hitary Inier
naticmal Prevadeil Ciioun bilew



