


Teacher of the Year Award

Each year the Texas Education Agency hosts a state-wide search for Teacher
of the Year for Elementary Education and Secondary Education. To achieve
recognition through this program, a teacher must first be chosen as a campus
and a district Teacher of the Year, and ultimately a regional honoree. State-
wide. there are 20 regional elementary awardees and 20 regional secondary
honorees selected. From this pgroup of teachers, six finalists are chosen and
interviewed by an independent panel of judges. The state’s top elementary and
secondary teacher is selected from the six outstanding finalists.

Today, the Clear Creek Independent School District and the Rotary Clubs
of Space Center, League City. and Seabrook are recognizing the 42 teachers
sclected to represent their CCISD campus, acknowledging the six finalists,
and ultimate]y announcing the two teachers who will move forward and
represent Clear Creek [SD in the regional competition.

The teachers we are honoring today are known for developing positive
relationships with students, reflect on his/her teaching practices, go the
extra mile for their students to be successful. serve as a positive team
member who finds solutions to problems, keep open lines of communication
with parents and the community, and are lifelong leamers.



Program of Events
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2010 Teacher of the Year Announcement



Dear Teachers and Distinguished Guests,

On behalf of the Rotary Clubs of Scabrook, Space Center, and League City,
welcome to a very special luncheon honoring the teachers who exemplify
whatl we as Rotanans stsive for every day, Service above Sclf. We are hon-
ored to recognize 42 exceptional teachers in Clear Creek Independent School
District and we are equally as excited to announce the 1wo teachers who will
go on and represent Clear Creek Independent School District in the search
for the Regional Teacher of the Year. We have no doubi these iwo teachers
will advance to the Statc compelition representing the best in education.

Our clubs are affiliated with Rotary International, the world's first service
club organization. While separated by countrics and bodics of water, the 1.2
million Rorary members work together to provide services (o others and ad-
vance goodwill and peace through felfowship. Locally each of our clubs is
entrenched in our communities. conducting service-leaming projects from
reading mentors af area schools to raising funds 1o better the neighborhoods
in which we live, work and play. It is through our local and internatioaal
cfforts we recognize the value of a strong education systern, and the nced for
all of us 10 continue to play a hand in the future of our children. We would
like to thank you for helping us celebrate excellence in education!

Sincerely.
Jon R. McKinnie. President Space Center Rotary

Robbie Schubert. President League City Rolary
Nick Geeslin. President Seabrook Rotary

Dear Honorees and Guests,

The Clear Creck Independent School District is fortunate to calt this
cotmmunity haome! Today is a great example of how our neighbors, businesses,
and friends come together to recognize and thank our teachers for leading the
way in education. Qur schools are only as strong as the community which
supports them.

Each of the 42 teachers here represents the best from his/her respective
campus. Their teaching style and ability 1o engage children in lessons has
the students taking bome more than just homework. Beyond educating
students, these teachers have also been identified as leaders on thetr campus,
warking collaboratively with others to improve the schoo! culture.

On behalf of the teachers ang principals of Clear Creek 1SD. I would Jike to
thank the Rotary Clubs of League City. Seabrook, and Space Center for
hosting today"s luncheon and assisting in the difficult selection of the
Elementary and Secondary Teachers of the Year for Clear Creek ISD.

Sincerely,

S S

Greg Smith, Ph.D.
Supenintendent of Schools
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Lisa MNicklow
Armand Buyon Elementary
Years of Teaching: 23

I chose teaching as a profession to work with children, There 1z 3
larpe amount of curniculum covered each year but there are alx
lives involved—aot just reading, math und science. 1 hehieve that the
children 1 my classes have pot only fearned the curricuJym but de-
velop a joy tor learning and leave e class knowing they con do
anything they want (o, that an adult believes in them, loves them and wants them to
alwny's dir their best,

Jennifer Dixon
[enry F. Bauerschlag Elementary
Years of Teaching: 9

My students know they can open up, make mistakes, and be them-

| selves. We work hard, seeking deep conceptunl understanding s our
1 goal We get messy along the way, somelimes disagree, but always
come back together in the end. We have become a family of learners,
which ix the greatest roward o me.

Cuthy Neros
James F. Bay Elementary
Yaurs of Teaching: 29

[ feel it 1 am called a teacher, | need 1o strive 1o meet my student’s
needs, | should try 1o find their special way of tearning. | should find
acliviics that are multi-sgnsory and provide interest. [ need 1o be
there for tem. 11 is not always an casy sk to weach those young
open munds, and it certainly doesn’t olways work like | plan. Bur )
believe [ should try!
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Linda Barrington
Brookwood Elementary
Years of Teaching: 18

Children leam more if they discover the answers than if they are ld
the answers, Science is an ideal subject for exploration and experi-
mentation. By providing hands-on activities, students are able to lest
their idenas and make conclusions based on the results. As a teacher,
my job is o provide the equipment ind the problem, and let the stu-
dents figore out the answer,

Megan Korce
Clear Lake City Elemeniury
Years of Teaching. 2

It is critical thit §insGll a Jove of learmng inmy students, | must be
an inquirer, o resesrcher, i reader, amd o writer alongside my class,
On a daily basiy, 1 model the tais | want 1o see in my students.
They need an environment were they feel safe in order to 1ake
chances, | believe | build that safety net in my classroom by letting
my students know that edueation s not a desunation but a lifelony joumey

Heather MeMahon Adams
Fulcon Puss Elementary
b | Years of Teaching: 14

| Thexe young minds that | refer to as my family, make me want (0 do
muore Just Hike | preach for thens o do. 1 think of their linle faces
Yooking at me for answers and guidance and 1 want to give it my all,
Then | hear the elass singing the words, “this little hght of mine, 'm
going Lo let it shine” to prepare for our musical and 1 am over-
whelmed. They CAN ull shine is some way and | know | have the power to make
them believe it!
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Term Conklin
Lloyd R. Ferguson Elcmentary
Years of Teaching: 31

Virginia Gamache-Benjamin
P.H. Greene Elementary
Years of Teaching: 2

| [1T show a passion for tcaching, my students will develop a passion
for learning. Passion js defined as strong liking for or a devotioo to
an aclivity and is nost definitety the feeling 1 have for teaching. |
have never thought of my job as an eight hour day, only taking place
within the four walls of my classroom. Instead, 1 an invested i the
lives of past, present and future students.

There is no better feeling than seeing that struggling reader use one
| of the strategies that | have taught them 1o read through a tough

| word. It not only makes me proud that they used a tool that |
equipped them with, but when their face lights up because they fig-
ured it out all by themselves, that is the true reward.

Tricia Troutt
Gilmore Elementary
Years of Teaching: 12

Samuel H. Credle
Walter Hall Elementary
Years of Teaching: 32

Reing a teacher is both an honor and & privilege. 1 feel biessed to

4 spend my day building relationships with students and to influeoce

| their academic life as well as build their character. Students spend a teach students to think and preblem solve. to approach problems

| large portion of their time with me and I need to seize this opportu- 3 from more than one perspective and utitize multiple methods in
nity. My goal is to inspire students 10 open their hearts and minds to ) problem solving.

every new situation,

To be fully equipped. students must not only access, learn and evalu-
d atc knowledge; they muslt also apply it. Therefore, I belicve we must

Cheryl Birch
[.W. and Eleanor Hyde Elementary
Years of Teaching: (7

Maria Scardasis-Wyan
§ Goforth Elementary

Years of Teaching: 14
[ am happiest and my students are most successful when we are im-
mersed so decp in conversations (many at once all around the room)
that we hardly notice when someone walks in. Listening to children,
really listening. lets them know we care and can be trusted. Trusted

My greatest reward is also bittersweet for the goal at the end of the
year is 1o gel my students rcady to move on without me. As June
approaches I hardly recognize the sheepish, unsure, awkward kids

who entered my room in August. They had become something alto- to guide them in the right direction. Trusted with their feelings.
gether new: confident, problem-solving, independent thinkers. [ can Trusted in all things. This is powerful. It is a power I never take lighily or for granted.
sec it in their bright cyes. | can hear it in their sure voices. They don't need me any 1 am constantly aware of how important [ am in the lives of these children and their

more. And that’s the most profound reward of all. lamilies. That awareness keeps me on my toes and pumped up for every new day.
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.) Karen A. Hearn
M C.D. Landolt Elementary
Years of Teaching: 4

1 believe the key to locking into a child is you have to allow them to
feel success with a subject. The success empowers them (o take risks
and achieve as a learner. My most significant contribulions and ac-
complishmenls m education are my abihties to communicate chil-
dren’s worth and potential so clearly that they are inspired to see it
in themselves. As long as | am able to tap into one thing that that child can succeed in,
I can lcad that child to see the potential they have had all along.

& | Paula Tanner
§ | League City Elementary
Years of Teaching: 36

I think that people become tcachers because they sincerely want to
| make a difference in a student’s life and help the child to be success-
ol ful. Some people come into education so they might continue the
i happy cxperiences they had in school. Teaching is not a career for
someone 1o, “fall back on.” Once must be dedicated and have the (rue
desire 10 help students and constantly work cooperatively with coworkers. supervi-
sors, administrators, and parents.

Lynnctte Novoa
McWhirter Elemenlary
Years of Teaching: 2

My phlosophy of teaching is very simple yet profeundly successful.
1 strive 10 treat all my students with the love and compassion that
every human deserves. In doing so, il allows for leaming and per-
sonal growth to blossom. Although my students are in Special Edu-
calion, that does not define them or restrict them from success. [f is
my duty to provide them with the essentials 10 become indeperndent and sell’ moti-
vated.

CLEAR CREEK INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT i

Sandra Mossman Elementary
Years of Teaching: 21

[ have a passion for leaming and for (caching. According to

i “Strength Finder” by Tom Rath, my 1op sirength is lcarning, [ use

| this strength 1o help my students \eam. They see my passion when |
read aloud to them and notice something | had not noticed before, |

" invite them to learn with me. Leaming is not a competitive activity;

il's a collaborative activity.

Dawn Castille
- | North Pointe Elementary
'f" Years of Teaching: 4

| Every day that | step foot into Lhe classroom, 1 anxiously wait for my

students to walk through the door. | look forward to greeting then

with a smile and to wishing them a good moming. It is the little

i things ] feel make a difference. I want every child to know how
much | truly care and value them. As a teacher, 1 feel my biggest

accomplishment has been creating a love for school and leaming in my students. This

is something students take with them for the rest of their lives.

lva Walker
Ralph Parr Elementary
Years in Teaching: ¥

1 once heard someone say that, the kids in ovr classroom are infi-
nitely more significant than the subject matter we 1each. Take the
time 1o make them laugh and to laugh with them, get messy with
them, learn new things with them, and enjoy them. Together we can
provide encouragement, we can inslill confidence, and we can ignite
greatness in the minds and hearts of our children. 1 would thank them for all thar they
do to help a reacher to help reach his or her goal. . .which simply put is to help each
child reach theirs.
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Holly Bess Kincaid
G.W. Robinson Elementary
Years in Teaching: 16

Respect for each other, yourself and the things around you are the
basic rules in the art room. When a child is kind to their fellow class-
mates and never says a negative word aboul someone’s creation,
they learn to listen to another person’s expressive voice, and (o be
open to different points of view.

Vivian L. Davis
James H. Ross Elementary
Years of Teaching: 18

As an educator I want to instifl a love of leamning in students and feel
that [ should be a good example. | am always on the look out for
hands-on activities and fabs to share with my students and fellow
colleagues. When | can be excited about learming it is contagious to
my students and hopefully to my fetlow teachers. With advance-
ments in technology, now is an exciting lime to be in the fields of education! Learning
something new all the time is exciting for sludents and teachers.

Margaret Suarez
Stewart Elemeniary
Years of Teaching: 13

Coming from a lamily of cncouragers, 1 feel thal niy job as a teacher
is 1o be an encourager (0 my bilingual students, As a second grade
teacher, T have the opportunily 1o help my students transition into
English reading and writing while they centinue to build their Span-
ish skills. Each year presents a new challenge for me to provide sup-
port for building the self-esteem and confidence needed for my students and their par-
ents. Everyday [ am constantly encouraged by talking to former students who continue
to share with sme their dreams and aspirations that [ have helped (o nstill in them.

CLEAR CREEK INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT i

Kristina Digman
John F. Ward Elementary
Years of Teaching: 5

When I reflect on my academic career those who have given me the
most inspiration arc not those who taught the most elaborate lessons
they are the ones who pushed me 1o become a better person aca-
demically, emotionally, socially, and physically. My biggest accomn-
plishments are not in teaching a lesson perfectly. although | cherish
every lesson that [ can take a step back and think “Wow!" My accomplishments li¢ in
knowing that I have impacted my students and belped them grow as human beings.

Nancy Watson
Weber Elementary
Years of Teaching: |7

Each year, each day, each hour and minute, [ atempt and use every
effort 10 become an outstanding teacher. Some days | come closer
than others! If 1 want 10 be an effeciive teacher. | irmly believe that
I must be a life long-leamer. | must keep up with educational re-
search so that [ am the teacher that each student deserves.

| Tammy Oldani
| Wedgewood Elementary
| Ycars of Teaching: 21

My most significant contribution to educalion is to never forget
where I came from and know. like many of my students who may be
| facing their own challenges, that education is a gift that you can gral
and hold on to. { am constantly encouraging my students 10 step up
and be the best they can be, to make a difference in their homes and

cormmmunities.



sy,
{ () ‘ ROTARY TEACHER OF THE Y£AR 2010

Anthony Nastasi
G.H. Whitcomb Elementary
Years of Teaching: 12

When 1 am teaching my students, [ really like to try and have fun
with them and the material we are working with that day. You may
hear from other people that | sing, tell jokes, or do impressions while
1 am teaching a lesson and | want to set the record smaight. . .I do
ALL of those things. It's not that we aren’t working: we just try o
¢njoy our work and be passionate about what we are doing for the day. That's some-
thing that [ hope my studems bring to their everyday lives as they grow and establish
carcers some day.

Deborah Bacon
Ed White Elementary
Years of Teaching: 20

“Fair is not everybody getting the same (hing, but everybady getting
what they need.” My students quickly come to know that each one
of them will be (reated fairly while being honored, respected and
loved in our classroom. My connection to the children is such that |
can tell at first glance il they are in need of an extra hug, to be left
2lone or to be close to me as we move throughout the day. They are confident in
knowing that their “fair” need will be honored, their voice will be heard and their indi-
viduality will be respected.

Diana Quinn Cotlon
Brookside Intermediate
Years of Teaching: 19

[ love teaching! | fove the rythm of it—grabbing students’ attention,
sparking their interest, making connections, and turning dull subjects
into a celcbration of learning. And the greatest reward is seeing my
studenis reach their fullest potential. each and every one of them!

CLEAR CREEK INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT ﬁ

Summer Brauer
Clear Creek Intermediate
Years of Teaching: 7

It is hard for me 10 imagine teaching any other age level than inter-
- mediate school, It is the age where “believing in oneself™, along with
\'-J'" the ability to laugh, is critical to my students’ success. There are not

S very many people in this world that have the opportunity to make a

difference in the lives of so many voung people. My realization of

this responsibility is an honor and it intensifies my commitment 1o making sure that
every student I have knows that [ believe in him or her, and thal they. too, have the
power to believe in themselves.

Sharlene Kahlich
Clear Lake Intermediate
Ycars of Teachirg: 18

Enjoying light hearted moments with my students shows my human
side, my personal side, my fun-loving side, and allows me the re-
ward of forming lasting real positive conneclions with my studenls.
My reward is 3 classroom full of students longing 10 inhale knowl-
edge, share 1t with everyone they meet, and inspire others to do the

samece.

Frika Bondy
Creckside Intermediate
Years of Teaching: 7

The connections teachers make are dircctly related to success in the
classroom. I am rewarded when students feel comfortable asking me
for help and sharing ideas, struggles and successes. | believe that |
am not just a math teacher buf an educator which means ] support my
students and help them in any undertaking. Their aspirations and
schievements are important to me and 1 will make obtaining an education a valued
cxperience and a stepping stone to all they can accomplish in life.
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Kary Rendon
League City inlermediate

Everyday | enter my classroom and feel the excitement of what my
students might say and what they will learn. Each day brings a new
insight as (o how 1 can become the best at what [ do. ] am willing to
take the risk and step outside the box 1o try new ideas. To marvel at
the end product each year and feel the excitement of what next year
witl bring 1s what makes me love education. To be able to moid a
young student’s mind is a very important and powerful 100l for the future.

Paul Edwards
Seabrook Intermediatc
Years of Teaching: 16

[ believe that learning is a noble deed and that leaming can take

place any time. anywhere, and in a variety of different places. 1 be-

lieve every person has abilities and valie. |n addition, 1 believe

| every student has the nght and responsibility to gain the highest edu-
cation possibic so that they may maximize their potential and be-

come well- rounded, self-fulfilled. productive. respectful members of socicty.

Rhonda Dearmond
Space Center Intermediate
Years of Teaching: 12

I preach and teach to my kids 1o belicve in themselves, to believe that
Y they can do anything they ser there minds to, that they have a roind to

WRAN think with, and a voice 10 be used. that they have something to offer

A:{/‘L‘ this world, to be brave, and 1o be heard. I leamn from them. They are
my greatest teachers.
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Daniel Dodson
Victory Lakes Intermcdiate
Years ot Teaching: 2

The rewards that | fingd in teaching are seen on the smiles of my stu-
dents as they enter my class, as well as the successes that each of
them achieve daily. Intermediate school is a difficult age to teach, sc
rewards are exhibited not in outright appreciation by studenls but by
the subtlest joy exhibited in daily classroom activities.

Latanga Spencer
Westbrook intermediate
| Ycars of Teaching: 14

Ml Once [ accepted that [ was put on this carth o teach, everything elsc
2 became much simpler. So despite the fact that my journey to the

| classroom wasn’t casy, 1 honestly wouldn’t change a thing. Those
challenges made me the person, and the leacher that [ am 1oday.
When that happened, lives began to change-especially mine.

Patricia Jones
W Clear Brook High School
= Ycars of Teaching: 33 Y4

| There have been so many defining moments because | am simply no
the same teacher | was five years ago or ten years ago or even yester
day. I had to build on qualities 1 possessed, not the ones someone ¢ls
had. In fact, that’s a message | convey to my students. The great
teachers are the ones who impart the posilive message. There is al-
ways progress when students recognize that a teacher cares.
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Molly Herring
Clear Creek High School

Every small action, every smile, every instruction that is given 1o a
student will land upon their heart in some way. In the days oChigh
stakes testing and forward-moving curriculum demands, renmember-
ing the small things is not always acknowledged as important. But to
me, doing small things in student’s lives is the essence of teaching,.

Jarrod Masscy

Clear Horizons Early College High School

Years of Teaching: 10

I love history, not because the discipline conveys any special insight

into the behavior of characters in the past and not beecause of the

stories of triumph and tragedy to be found. | rather love history be-
1 cause of the process, It is the only discipline that holds both cer-

% tainty and uncerainty of equal value; the only discipline thal can

take even a mistaken interpretation and utilize it 1o gain deeper in-

sight into the zeirgeist of an age.

Carriec Amett
Clear Lake High School
Years of Teaching: 7

My goal is 1o create a leaming environment in which students can
transform from a tourist into a irue classroom citizen. Instead of
walking through the doors and sitting and watching, ) ask them to
become citizens of our community. Being a citizen in our classroom
means taking an active role in daily tasks, activities. and procedures.
Through this classroorn mamagement stylc, | have been blessed to have the opporru-
nity 10 connect with students wha would have been happy. and content, with just be-
ng a tourist. Instead, (hey too are now an active part of our classroom community and
have made new friends alonp the way.
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Richard Cockerham
Clear Path

Without trust, the student will not engage in the learning process.
Students (rust yoo when they know that you care that they are in
your classroom and when they know that you have an interest (n
them as an individual, It*s in this trust that encourages them to pay
attention when you tell them that the subjecl matter is relevant to
their lives now and in the future.

Jacob Clark
Clear Springs High School
Years of Teaching: 3

Service-orientated involvement and raising global awareness is an
essential component in educating students to become life-long
learners and equipping them with the skills necessary to become
produclive members of society. The most significant contribuiion an
educator can make is to inspire and motivate students to make the
world around them a better place, by making themselves better people first.

Michael D. Houston
Clear View Education Center

| am rewarded daily by the work 1 do and see in the classroom.
Some would say [ thrive off the success of my students. but it is not
just their success that compensates me. [t is also their aspirations
and future endeavors. | consider myself a teacher of 1eachers. The
students | teach will inevitably teach others, and it probably will not
be about the wonderful Jesson we did discussing 1he quadralic for-
mula or Cramer's Rule. My students may simply tell their friends or future children
about what it means 10 genuinely care about someone else’s success. The reward 1
receive it the legacy that [ am able to leave through the hundreds of students | have
taught and wil) teach.



There are many students to thank for making this
event u memorable one for our special teachers.

U

~ The beautiful corsages and boutonnieres were producedd by (he Floral
Design students in Ms. Kori Adams' ¢lass at Clear Lake High School

~ The, "Honor Unil with Distinction”, JROTC Cadets from Clear Creek
High School, accompanied by SFC (Ret) Marcial Sepulveda, presented
the colors al 1oday's event.

~ The nationally recognized Orchestra students, led by Mr. Joe Munoz,
from Clear Lake High School provided the musical entertainment.




