
Shutting the door
on polio forever

By Mary Alys Cherry

I T'S BEEN MORE than three decades
since the last polio case was reported
in the United States.

For the most part, it has been
erased from the world, yet it still lurks
in three countries.

"We are tantalizingly close to ending
polio," says Diana Schoberg, associate
editor of the Rotary International
magazine, explaining that "all the polio

cases in the world now stem from only
three countries: Nigeria, Pakistan and
Afghanistan.

"If we can end polio in these three
nations, we will shut the door on the
disease forever."

Doing just that is a major goal of
Rotary clubs around the world, Space
Center Rotary President Scott Rainey
is quick to explain. To Rotary, which
has been fighting to eradicate polio all

KABUL, AFGHANISTAN - SEPTEMBER 26:
Fawad Rahmani, 11, makes his way home
using his crutches and special braces
fitted from the ICRC Orthopedic clinic on
September 26, 2009 in Kabul, Afghanistan.
Fawad has had polio since he was two
years old. Afghanistan is still fighting to
eradicate polio to which they are one of the
few countries still dealing with the disease.
(Photo by Paula Bronstein/Getty Images)

over the world since 1979 through its
PolioPlus program, polio eradication
is not an option, it's an obligation. All
Rotarians annually make donations
to the PolioPlus program and solicit
donations from businesses, churches
and families around the globe.

Nigeria is the closest endemic
country to stopping polio. Near the
end of 2014, it had only recorded five
cases all year, compared with 42 the
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